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Collecting bags used to guantify trawl

disturpbance of aquatic organisms
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N I  Trial and results

,,, : The concept was tested using a 120 mm Nephrops trawl with a non-selective (42 mm) codend.
Trials were conducted in Danish waters in April 2014 on board the research vessel ‘Havfisken’.
We fished In areas that are regularly trawled for Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) and
demersal fish (muddy substrates, Kattegat: 30-50 m depth, Skagerrak: 140-160 m depth).
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Application of the collecting bags

The collecting bags are easy to handle and in June 2014 they were tested in full
scale on board a commercial trawler (see band of pictures below).

ne collecting bags are mounted Iin pairs in the wings and in the belly of

the trawl (Fig. 1) covering 8.3% of the meshes in the lower wing and 0.5%
of the meshes in the belly. In a pair, one collecting bag is mounted behind

the trawl panel thus collecting escapees and one is mounted likewise but . . e :
; ” ; » The paired collecting bag system allows guantification of the effect of small changes In

the gear thus facilitating the development of low impact gears.

with the trawl panel cut open. This bag collects the ‘caught population’.

» The paired design of the collecting bags allows use of traditional selectivity analysis of
the collected species in different parts of the trawl.

» The collecting bag system can be used for large scale cheap benthic data
collecting e.g. in existing observer programs.

» The collecting bag system catches several species of juvenile commercial fish
and crustaceans. Such catch information can be used for modeling e.qg. full gear
selectivity in trawls or length based behavior in relation to different parts of a
trawl.
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Fig. 2. Trial

s were conducted in areas with intensive commercial trawling activity.
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